Importance of Narrative Writing

Ever since people learned to communicate they have been exchanging accounts of “what happened”. Historians’ record what happened long ago; Reporters report what happened today. We all spend time telling our friends what is happening in our life {usually on the phone}. A person telling what is happening is narrating an event and is called the narrator Stories and novels are examples of narrative writing. So are poems that tell stories.Writres also use narrative writing in biographies, histories, letters, and other non-fiction.
Model:
From “My Friend Albert Einstein,” 
I was in awe of Einstein, and hesitated before approaching him

about some ideas I had been working on. When I finally knocked on his door, a gentle voice said, ‘Come,’___with a rising inflection that made the single word both a welcome and a question. I entered his office and found him seated at a table, calculating and smoking a pipe. Dressed in ill-fitting clothes, his hair characteristically awry, he smiled a warm welcome. His utter naturalness at once set me at ease.
As I began to explain my ideas, he asked me to write the equations on the blackboard so he could see how they developed. Then came the staggering----- and altogether endearing------ request: Please go slowly; “I do not understand things quickly.” This from Einstein!!! He said it gently, and I laughed. From then on, all vestiges of fear were gone.   
          Analysis:
         When narrating an event, a writer generally selects only those actions, spoken words, observations, and thoughts and emotions that will best fulfill his/her purpose ---to convey a message to a specific audience. In the model incident, the narrator or Einstein may have performed more actions. More words may have been said, and the author may have made additional observations. These were excluded because they were not necessary to tell what happened, and they do not help the writer achieve his purpose.

Purpose;

         The writer’s purpose in the model is to portray Einstein as a human being rather than a super human scientist. By telling this incident, Hoffman achieves his purpose because he conveys an impression of Einstein as warm and gentle, a man of “naturalness.” If the purpose were to show Einstein’s brilliance or political beliefs, very different information would have been included. 
Audience:

         The audience also influences the writer’s choice of information. The audience for the model is the average person, not the scientist or philosopher. Therefore, Hoffman selects information to which this kind of reader would best react.
Action:

        Narrative writing thrives on actions. In this short model passage there are at least 15 actions. The actions are presented in the order in which they occurred. This is called chronological or time order. This kind of time order makes reading easier. The passage does not jump a head in time or flash back to a previous time. Instead, the writer presents as they occurred from to last.

EXERCISE
A. List nine actions from the model incident. List these in chronological order:

1. _______________________________________________________
2. _______________________________________________________

3. _______________________________________________________

4. _______________________________________________________

5. _______________________________________________________

6. _______________________________________________________

7. _______________________________________________________

8. _______________________________________________________

9. _______________________________________________________

          B. Below are five actions not used in the incident? Put a +sign in front of each action Hoffman’s purpose in the model and be meaningful to his audience. Put a-sign in front of each action that is not useful
· Einstein explains his latest theory.
· Einstein recalls his friendship with the narrator’s uncle.

· Einstein talks on the phone with the president of the United States.

· The narrator explains his ideas in detail.

· Einstein offers the narrator a cup of tea.

SPOKEN WORDS:

Some narrative incidents include words actually spoken, or quotations, by the participants. Quotations are included when they are critical to the event, move the action along, or help to achieve the writer’s purpose. The model includes two quotations both vital to the impression.
EXERCISE:

· Copy words that were actually spoken in the model.

· What do these two quotations reveal about Einstein?

OBSERVATIONS:
In addition to actions and words, the narrator usually observes the appearance of the participants, surroundings, the sounds and the smells. In the model, the narrator’s observations further convey the impression of Einstein’s ordinary human nature. 

Exercise:

A) Explain what the narrator of the model observes about the following:

1. Einstein’s voice ____________________________________________________

2. What Einstein was doing_____________________________________________

3. Einstein’s appearance_______________________________________________

THOUGHTS AND EMOTIONS:

What the participants think and feel while is taking place can be important. In the model, the writer’s feelings are the beginning of the incident contrast greatly with his feelings at the end of the incident. 
EXERCISE:
A. copy the words or groups of words from the model showing the writers emotions

· at the beginning_______________________________________________

· in the middle_________________________________________________

· at the end____________________________________________________

B. Below are four thoughts or emotions not used in the incident? Put a +sign in front of each thought or emotion that could serve Hoffman’s purpose in the model and be meaningful to his audience. Put a-sign in front of those that are not useful.

1. The narrator pride in meeting the great Einstein.

2. His disappointment when Einstein acts as he does 
3. His enthusiasm as he tells Einstein his ideas 

4. His wanting to tell others about Einstein.
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